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Marine veteran Tyler La Marr, center stage, performs in BASETRACK Live, a multimedia theater show about a
Marine in Afghanistan, his family and the challenge of coming home after war. The performance is coming to the
University of Maryland Saturday at 8 pm and will include a post-performance discussion with BASETRACK's
creative team.

EN GARDE ARTS

By Heath Druzin
Stars and Stripes
Published: October 29, 2014

Back from two tours with the U.S. Marines in Iraq,
Tyler La Marr couldn’t let it go when a civilian
woman in a Wal-Mart started talking about all the
horrors of the U.S.-led war in that country.

RELATED

'Hot Dogs and Beer'
in tow, former
airman brings
country twang to
Germany

“I told her that until you decide to put a rifle in
your hand and go to Iraq, maybe you should just
shut up about things you don’t know,” he recalled. Even as he traveled the world

working in one of the Air
Force’s most dangerous careers, James Bailey
managed to pursue his passion for music in the
little down time that came with life as an explosive
ordnance disposal technician.

He was angry. Angry at what he saw as a distorted
picture of the conflict portrayed by the media and
angry with a public that understood very little

about the war or those fighting it. More Stars and Stripes coverage of

veterans

“But looking back,” he said, “that’s all the
information” she had.

If you go:
At a time when 1 percent of Americans enlist in the
nation’s all-volunteer Army, the gap between the
public and those who have served is widening,
especially as hundreds of thousands of troops have
gone to war in the past 13 years.

8-9:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
1, 2014, with discussion with
creative team after the show

Clarice Smith Performing Arts
Center, University of Maryland,

La Marr found a way to bridge that gap, starring in
Y 8 8P 8 College Park, Md.
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Tickets: $25 adults, $10
students

a multimedia performance called “Basetrack Live,”
which uses storytelling, music, photos and video to
tell the story of a Marine’s journey to Afghanistan

and back home. Info: http://basetracklive.com

/national-tour/

The show, which is touring the country through
March, is coming to the University of Maryland’s
Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center in College Park, Md., on Saturday.

Inspired by an online project by photojournalists embedded with the 1st Battalion, 8th
Marines in Helmand province in 2010, “Basetrack Live” is the story of enlisted Marine
A.J. Czubai and his wife, Melissa, and how the two experience his deployment and
post-deployment struggles. The two-person show is interlaced with live music, ranging
from classical to hiphop, and a constant background stream of documentary photos and
video from Afghanistan.

“What I love about ‘Basetrack’ is that it exists at the intersection of art and journalism,”
show creator Edward Bilous said.

Bilous, director of the Center for Innovations in the Arts at The Juilliard School,
developed the show four years ago, after seeing the online Basetrack. He has worked on
several military-themed productions and said he is drawn to troop experiences because
he believes their sacrifices are not well understood.

“It’s absolutely a non-partisan piece — not pro-war, against war, red state or blue state,”
Bilous said. “Just an authentic look at the experiences these men and women have in
the context of war.”

La Marr, who spent six years in the Marines and founded The Society of Artistic
Veterans, said he wants to help audience members get past the empty “thank you for
your service” gestures and build genuine understanding of what veterans experience.

“I wanted to really start a conversation and give people an inside look into this very
private part of military life,” he said.

“Basetrack Live” focuses on the personal side — Melissa spends much of the show
speaking into a computer, simulating the Skype conversations that have become a
lifeline for deployed troops trying to stay in touch with their loved ones. It’s not gory or
action-packed, and La Marr and the show’s creative team hopes to get away from the
hero and ticking time bomb narratives so often associated with troops.
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have PTSD,” he said. “At the end of the day we’re still people; we’re husbands and sons Germany offers asylum-seekers safety from 21

and wives and brothers.” violence at former US Army post in Heidelberg
Sergeant busted down for maltreatment of 1

The show is a stand-alone piece of art, Bilbous said. But he also hopes those who see the
performance will take its lessons home with them.

private

As number of youths eligible to serve shrinks 98

“We’re taking one very specific story of one veteran and his family and putting it on to3in 10, Army adapts recruiting strategy

stage as an example of the kinds of experiences these men and women have and hoping Fox News to air interview with Navy SEAL who 7
the conversation will continue beyond the stage and into their homes and schools,” he says he killed bin Laden
said. For Turkey and U.S., at odds over Syria, a 7
60-year alliance shows signs of crumbling g
La Marr h-as hlslown advice for anyone struggling with .how to approach a Vetteran to ask Hagel approves 21-day Ebola quarantine for ;
about their service: “If you really want to know something from a veteran ... just ask troops r
them three questions: when did th.e}'f serve, where did they serve and what was their job. IG reports hundreds housing code violations 5
And they’ll tell you what they’re willing to tell you.” on US bases in S. Korea .
druzin.heath@stripes.com Report: West Point football team recruited 58

. . . high school athletes with booze, women
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes &

: . . Stripes news delivered
Join the conversation and share your voice. rightsfo,yodrinbox!

Comments Policy Show Comments g

From The Web Sponsored Links by Taboola STARS% QSTRIPES

Sign up for our free email newsletter>

4 of 9 10/30/14,9:31 PM



'Basetrack Live' takes intimate look at Marine's journey to war and back - Stripes http://www.stripes.com/basetrack-live-takes-intimate-look-at-marine-s-journey-to-war-and-back...

FeeX: The Service That Can Please Don’t Retire At 62. Unbelievable: One-Third Of Latest Blogs iy
Offer You Alternative Funds Here’'s Why. WrestleMania VI Competitors R
FeeX - Robin Hood of Fees The Motley Fool Now Dead

Spouse Calls

ThePostGame .
Quarantine quandary

Differing military and civilian practices are
neither good science nor good sense

ADVERTISEMENT

\

Harsh Scenes Make These 12 The Surprising Link between

7 Credit Cards You Should Not

Ignore If You Have Excellent Awesome Movies Tough to Hiccups and Migraines
Credit Watch Again Remedy Health
Next Advisor Movieseum

50f9

10/30/14,9:31 PM



'Basetrack Live' takes intimate look at Marine's journey to war and back - Stripes http://www.stripes.com/basetrack-live-takes-intimate-look-at-marine-s-journey-to-war-and-back...

5 f{SIR]PES?E-Pick'th'e'win'n'érs

= I—— each week
——and\win prizes!

6of 9 10/30/14,9:31 PM



'Basetrack Live' takes intimate look at Marine's journey to war and back - Stripes

7 of 9

Vote now for the Stripes
Readers' Choice 2015 to
nominate your favorite
restaurants, leisure
activities, travel
destinations, services and stores in Germany
for your chance to win. Vote now!

STARSK#STRIPES Vet Jobs

vmran Find a job with an employer

who values your military
-'Ob experience. Get started

Center 7

Book Club

Bsotork Cleusb. Stripes Book Club is giving

ned bestseters AWAY ten author-51gnfed
books! Be our next winner -

~ enter today!
t/ e

author-

ADVERTISEMENT

Tweets by @starsandstripes

More from Stars and Stripes

Garrison commander at Fort Bliss suspended

"Toxic' battalion commander returns to job despite
recommendation of firing

http://www.stripes.com/basetrack-live-takes-intimate-look-at-marine-s-journey-to-war-and-back...

10/30/14,9:31 PM



'Basetrack Live' takes intimate look at Marine's journey to war and back - Stripes http://www.stripes.com/basetrack-live-takes-intimate-look-at-marine-s-journey-to-war-and-back...

8 of 9

Air Force selects 1st woman to head major component
command

Assault charge against former Parris Island sergeant

major dropped
by Taboola
) o B
%\J e\
e
Digital Email Classified Events
Editions  Headlines Ads Calendar
AFN iﬂ ey
T £l J .v >
AFN AAFES Maps

Schedule Fuel Prices

Home | Mobile Site | Archives | Stripes Lite | Ombudsman | Advertising | Rewards | About Us | Feedback
Contact Us | Newsletters | Twitter Feed | Site Map

Stars and Stripes| News| Sports|  Military Life| Travel| Opinion

© 2014 Stars and Stripes. All Rights Reserved.

10/30/14,9:31 PM



'Basetrack Live' takes intimate look at Marine's journey to war and back - Stripes http://www.stripes.com/basetrack-live-takes-intimate-look-at-marine-s-journey-to-war-and-back...

Disclaimer | Comment Policy | Web Notices and Privacy Policy | Archive content policy | Accessibility/Section 508

90f9 10/30/14,9:31 PM



